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GRACEVILLE FULL BIOGRAPHY

There are towns named Graceville scattered across the USA, but this GraceVille isn’t a place, it’s a new Christian music group. Somewhere between the Blues of Memphis and the comfortable Country sounds of Nashville you’ll find GraceVille - a new trio made up of three highly experienced singers – Renee Martin, Regina King, and David Hassell. 

 Martin, King, & Hassell bring together many years of professional music and ministry experience to create a sound that’s exciting and comfortable, and a message that God’s grace “never stops flowing” – to quote one of their songs.

GraceVille sings Christian music in a pop/country/blues style. Over their careers, the members of GraceVille have performed supporting some of the leading names in Country and Christian music. They’ve appeared (individually) backing artists on some of the nations leading shows and stages including: The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, Late Night with David Letterman, PBS Austin City Limits, The Grand Ol’ Opry, Madison Square Garden, The Grammy Awards and more. But today, more important than seeking accolades, GraceVille simply wants to lift up the name of Jesus, and spotlight Him through great harmony and solid ministry. 

ABOUT REGINA, DAVID & RENEE

Regina Leigh King came to Nashville from North Carolina and toured extensively singing backup for Reba McEntire. After Reba came off the road to do a TV show, Regina then pursued a career as a country artist in a duo called Regina-Regina. Regina has performed with a host of popular country stars: Dave and Sugar, Linda Davis, Kenny Rogers, Sara Evans, Eddie Rabbit and more.  Regina has extensive TV appearances to her credit including: The Late Show w/ David Letterman - CBS, the Tonight Show w/ Jay Leno - NBC, Music City Tonight - TNN, Nashville Now – TNN, and more.

Regina came off the road in 2000 when she and her husband Tony became mom & dad to daughter Savana. Regina works in public school with special needs children. Her husband Tony is guitarist for award-winning country duo Brooks & Dunn.  The Kings live in Mt. Juliet, TN, and are active members of the worship ministry of Gladeville Baptist Church.

David Hassell came to Nashville from Alabama and was a professional singer and keyboard player for 15 years.  Most notably, David was in the popular 1980’s Christian Group Andrus, Blackwood & Company. The group had huge Christian radio success and appeared at major festivals and theme parks across the country, on PBS Austin City Limits, The Grand Ol’ Opry, The 1984 LA Olympic Villages  and more. In between touring, David sang backup vocals and jingles in the studios of Nashville. David was privileged to have sung on some of the top Christian records of the 1980s for artists such as Sandi Patti, Steve Green, Larnelle Harris and more. He also sang on country superstar Barbara Mandrell’s Dove Award-winning gospel album, and lead on jingles for Six Flags Kentucky Kingdom, Barnett Banks, and more.

In 1993, David came off the road and began working a corporate job as an event planner for LifeWay Corporate headquarters in Nashville. He quickly worked his way up the corporate ladder, finding success as Director of Corporate Events for a large company in Nashville. But he missed being involved in music and ministry. After being laid off in the 2008 economic downturn, David decided to further pursue his passion for music and harmony, and the idea for GraceVille was born. In addition to singing with GraceVille, David is a freelance video producer.

David, his wife Lori and their children Mamie & Jude live just outside Nashville in Lebanon, TN and are active members of Gladeville Baptist Church.

Renée Martin was born in Nashville and raised in country music. This singer/songwriter has spent many years touring as a featured background vocalist with Faith Hill, Tim McGraw, Patty Loveless, Pam Tillis, Billy Dean, Jessica Andrews and countless other artists in country, pop and Gospel music. She has appeared on most every major television network in the United States, as well as many broadcasts overseas. Her career highlight came in 2000 during Tim and Faith's record breaking, sold out, Soul2Soul Tour, when she was featured on CBS during the 'Faith Hill Thanksgiving Special'. When Faith personally asked Renée, "What does your family do for Thanksgiving?" she was able to share a very spiritual moment of how they express gratitude on their favorite holiday. That one event renewed a passion in Renée's soul for helping people build deeper relationships and experience more of God's Grace in their lives. She even received a confirmation from within the band to "Step out on Faith" (pun intended) into ministry, and as God would have it, Faith decided to take some much needed time off, to be with her children and not tour between Soul2Soul 2000 and Soul2Soul 2006-7.

Renée is now in full time ministry as a singer, songwriter, motivational speaker, and author. She also still makes much of her living in the recording industry doing vocals, jingles and voice-overs, as well as acting in television with a national commercial to her credit. Renee and her husband Terry live north of Nashville in Hendersonville, TN and are active members in the worship ministry of NorthEast Church.
OUR STORY

David Hassell had a desire to get back into making music.  16 years of a corporate job was good for his career, but music was what resonated in his soul. David had met Regina King at church. The two often enjoyed singing together on the church worship team. One Sunday morning after singing together for worship service, David told Regina about his idea to start a new trio, and invited her to join the new venture. But who would be the third voice. God brought Renee Martin to mind. David had met and hosted Renee Martin to sing for a couple of events in his corporate job. He tracked down Renee on her cell phone and asked her about joining the trio. 

In early December of 2008, the group met for a long lunch to discuss their new venture and see how they would hit it off.  They instantly became fast friends and decided to give it a go. Their first time to sing together was a week later as they sang Christmas carols at a local retirement center.

A few weeks later, they met for a few hours at Starbucks to come up with a group name. Hundreds of names were considered, but the group honed in on GraceVille- as a testimony to the work of God’s redeeming grace in each of their lives. After much rehearsal and some demo recording, GraceVille is now ready and available for concerts and conference appearances.

